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[begin transcription] 
 
 M.R. AYRES, farmer; P. O. Christianburg, Champaign Co.  The subject of 
this sketch is the son of Caleb and Esther Ayres, who were natives of New Jersey; 
they were united in marriage in 1816 and emigrated to Ohio in 1818, but did not 
settle permanently until 1828, when they located in Pike Township, on the farm 
where his son, M. R., now resides; Mrs. Ayres departed this life Aug. 20, 1835, at 
the age of 46 years; they were both Seven-Day Baptists.  Mr. Ayres celebrated his 
marriage with his second wife (Lydia Babcock) in 1837.  M. R., the subject of this 
sketch, was born in New Jersey Dec. 5, 1817; his boyhood days were spent at 
home, assisting his father with the duties of the farm and going to school during the 
winters.  He was married to Margaret Priest, born Oct. 28, 1812, the daughter of 
Elijah and Hannah Priest, who settled in this county in 1818; they (Mr. and Mrs. 
Ayres) are the parents of one son and four daughters, all of whom are now living, 
viz.: Sarah, born Aug. 21, 1840; Louisa, born Oct. 4, 1842; Elias, born Aug. 16, 
1846; Maria, born May 26, 1850; Margaret P., born April 20, 1853.  As an 
evidence of the popularity and esteem with which he was held in the community 
where he lived, he was elected Trustee of his township and other offices, the duties 
of which were discharged by him to the entire satisfaction of all concerned.  Mr. 
Ayres is a member of the Christian Church, and holds several offices in the same.  
He has always taken a deep interest in politics, and his principles are identified 
with the Democratic Party. 
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