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[begin transcription]

Saturday, Nov., 28th., ’96

Died at ninety-six.

! Moses R. Ferguson, known perhaps to a wider circle of acquaintances on 
account of his extreme old age, than any other man in this community, died last 
Saturday morning, at the home of his son, John R. Ferguson, in this city, after an illness 
of but a couple of days, of Pneumonia. He passed his 96th birthday anniversary on 
Friday before his death. In general bodily vigor he gave every promise of rounding out 
the century, until this illness.
! He was born in Fleming county, Ky., Nov. 20th, 1800. His father died when he was 
but four years of age, when his mother with other children removed to Ohio, where they 
grew to full estate.
! He was married in 1820[sic], and three children, the result of this union survive 
him. They are John R., Martha A., and Geo. W. Ferguson.
! He walked from Ohio to this vicinity in 1832 and entered land in Washington 
township. He returned and brought his family and resided there for 10 years, removing 
to Tipton county. He came back in 1858 and settled three miles north of here, and has 
always been identified with the vicinity with the exception of short residences in 
Tippecanoe and Benton counties. Since 1878, at which time occurred the death of a 
second wife, he has lived with his son, John R.
! Ninety-six years of life is truly remarkable, and especially to one that retained the 
mental facilities and bodily vigor throughout. What a flood of history. What volumes of it 
spread out as a panorama to but few men on earth. No living man of less years is able 
to conceive it, understand or appreciate it. It is a remarkable privilege as well.
! What another glorious privilege he enjoyed. At 21 he became an earnest 
christian and for 75 years he loved and praised his maker. All his life was fraught with 
intense religious fervor and zeal and he enjoyed the happiness of religious sunshine. He 
may have faltered but he never gave up. His life is a wonderful benediction to the 
community in which he as lived. His home, as was the custom of pioneer days, was 
ever an open one for religious services and for years congregations met there and 
worshipped. He was a class leader, teacher and worker. In denomination he was a 
Methodist. Surely the passing over, to one who had walked ro[sic] closely beside the 
Savior for 75 years was not far.
! He was a Masonic member for forty-five years and greatly loved the order. He 
attended the meetings quite often in latter years and was always present to enjoy 
festivities of feast occasions. Visiting brethern[sic] from other cities esteemed it a 
privilege to converse with him and always found him interesting. The lodge was always 
mindful of him. Though by no means was he dependent upon charity but the Masonic 
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lodge here had purchased a splendid suite of clothes, overcoat and winter outfit but a 
few days ago, intending to surprise him on this birthday. On account of the illness no 
demonstration in his honor was made, and the gift became his burial robes.
! He voted for every Republican candidate for President from Lincoln to McKinley. 
His son, grandson and great grandson all voted for McKinley in the same precinct at the 
late election. Until he was ninety-three years old he scarcely failed to do a day’s work on 
the farm, where he then lived with his son, winter and summer. During the summer and 
winter of 1892, he cleared four acres of underbrush, cutting some fifty cords of wood. 
He celebrated each birthday up to 1892 by cutting, splitting and ricking a cord of wood. 
But he is gone and his memory will be revered.
! The funeral occurred Monday from the M. E. church and services were 
conducted by Pastor McKinzie and Rev. Cones. The concluding services were at the 
grave by the Masons, in accordance with their ritualist service.

[The following was posted along with the obituary but seems to have appeared at some 
point before 3 November 1896 when the election took place.]

! Conceive if you can a grander picture than this one of four generations, from Sire 
to Son, as it were performing on next November the third, the patriotic duty of casting 
their ballot for Wm. McKinley, Protection, Sound Money, an honest dollar and a chance 
to earn it. Such will be the picture however, should they all survive. Son, Father, 
Grandfather and Sire will all vote in this vicinity. They are:
! Moses Ferguson, Age 96, Nov. 20, ’90.
! John R. Ferguson, Age 70, Feb. 14, ’07.
! William B. Ferguson, Age 48, Nov. 7, ’90.
! John Willis Ferguson, Aug 22, Feb. 10, ’97.

[end transcription by Shirley Richison Fields, 253 A Provincial Lane, Avon Indiana 
46123]


